
 
 

 

DEAN JOHNSON’S MUSIC POLICIES 
PHONE: 813-782-4258 

 
INTRODUCTION 

It is The Music Studio’s desire and intention to provide the highest level of private music instruction in 
the area and also to attract and to produce the highest quality students.  We are happy to be able to 
provide this opportunity to the community and believe it should be viewed as a privilege to study music.    
 
The policies contained herein are typical to the arts schools and private studios with which the owner is 
familiar or has been associated. They are designed to ensure that our time (yours included) and your 
money are not wasted and that the quality and integrity of the studio, as well as the vocation of the 
instructors, are protected. 
 

COMMITMENT AND RESPONSIBILITY 
Faithfulness is one of the highest, if not the highest, virtue a student can possess and it is expected that 
the student will be faithful in coming to their lessons from week to week and that they will also maintain 
a regular schedule of practice at home.  Learning to play any instrument well requires dedication and 
sacrifice, but the end results are always worthwhile.     
                                    

TUITION 
Current fees for Music Studio students (as of 5-22-17) are as follows: 
$ 20.00 per 1/2 hour time-block ($22.50 for voice and Dean, $17.50 for economy piano option)   
$ 40.00 per 1 hour time block ($45 for voice and Dean, $35 economy piano option) 
 
All fees are payable in advance on the student’s last lesson of the expiring month to reserve times 
for the upcoming month.  Fees are nonrefundable.  [Please be aware of the months with 5 lesson days.  
For students with ½ hour time blocks fees for those months will be $100.00/$112.50 instead of $80/$90 
(teaching materials and supplies not included). 
NOTES : 
1) Even if there is one or more credits on a students account, the fees for the upcoming month, less any 
credits, are still due on the student’s last lesson of the month. 
2) It is a necessary evil that financial records are required; therefore, it is greatly appreciated when fees 
are paid promptly so that bookkeeping is dealt with one week out of the month and other duties can be 
concentrated on the rest of the month, so please be timely with your payments. 
3) Please indicate the month being paid for on your check and your child‘s name if their last name is 
different from yours. 
4) Effective July 2017 - Lesson fees received after the student’s last lesson of the expiring month will 
be subject to a $10 clerical fee (per student) per week until received. Payments must be received before 
the studio closes that day. 
 

MAKE UP POLICIES  
A 48 hour notice of cancellation is required in order to be eligible for a makeup lesson.  Missed 
lessons (no-shows and late cancellations) for any reason are considered forfeits.  Any lessons missed due 
to teacher schedule conflicts or teacher vacation will be made-up or credited to the next month at the 
teacher’s discretion.  NOTES: 1) If a lesson is missed due to an emergency or other reason it is your 
responsibility to notify the Studio as soon as possible.  2) If a make-up is scheduled and missed or 
canceled the make-up is forfeited.  3) Credits are a last resort in the cases where it is impossible or 
unreasonable to accommodate a make-up.  4) The Music Studio reserves the right to provide a 
substitute teacher in the event that the student’s regular teacher is or will be absent.  



 
 

 

VACATIONS 
Typically, when a student is planning to go on vacation, make-ups will be given for the missed lessons.   
As an example, for a typical 2 week vacation a one hour lesson may be planned before and another after 
the trip. An additional half-hour may be added to the usual lesson before and after the trip to make up for 
the missed lessons. A maximum of three make-ups per year will be given for vacations per student.  (if a 
student misses 4 lessons while on vacation only three can be made up).   Each scenario is evaluated 
individually to determine a plan of action.  Please, discuss any planned vacations that will affect 
scheduling at least ONE month before your trip, if possible.  NOTES: 1) Time slots cannot be held for 
extended vacations or leaves unless paid for in full. 2) Credits for vacation are a last resort in the cases 
where it is impossible or unreasonable to accommodate a make-up.   
 

HOLIDAYS 
The studio usually remains open for Monday holidays such as Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and Labor 
Day.  Advance notice will be given if that is not to be the case. Otherwise, lessons will be taught.  Please 
discuss options for make-ups with your instructor and the studio at least 48 hours in advance if you will 
not be attending the lesson on one of those days.   
The studio will NOT be open on major holidays like Thanksgiving and Christmas Day.  Please discuss 
the payments for the months containing those holidays with us if you have questions or concerns.  Also, 
watch for notices in the lobby or e-mails that will be posted or sent as the need arises related to holidays 
in general.   
Other ethnic and/or cultural holidays will be dealt with on an individual basis.   
 

LESSON FORMAT 
Lessons are usually given in a ONE-TO-ONE setting.  Since it can sometimes be distracting and 
hindering to both student and teacher to have spectators in the studio during lessons, it will be left to the 
instructors discretion to allow or not allow such scenarios.  Parents of  young children are always 
permitted to sit in on the first lesson to observe the teaching format and environment.  Parents and friends 
of students are always more than welcome to wait in the lobby area while lessons are in progress.  
   
 
Half-hour lessons run approximately 27 minutes in duration to allow for student change-over (students 
are scheduled back-to-back) with lessons ending typically at 27 and 57 past the hour.  
 
Students are responsible to bring all books and handouts that they have been assigned to each lesson.  
They should also remember to bring their cassette tape (if they have been working with one) and any 
other necessary equipment (i.e. -  picks, bows, rosin, etc). 
 

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 
Parents are essential to the success of a student.   They should be involved in  the regulating of consistent 
practice at home during the week.  Beginning students are encouraged to practice a minimum of 2 1/2 to 
3 hours a week (4 or 5 days a week for 30 minutes each day) initially. 

 
RECOMMENDED EQUIPMENT 

Students will typically be required to purchase a music curriculum when beginning lessons.  It is also 
recommended that the student have a music stand to practice from at home.  The need or desire may also 
occasionally arise for the student to obtain additional books and/or equipment to aid in the education 
process such as a metronome, tuner, capo, etc.  These needs will vary based on the instrument being 
studied and the student’s level of proficiency among other factors.  For your convenience, the Studio 
stocks most of the basic accessories that a student may need.     



 
 

 

  
INSTRUMENT CARE  

Students and parents are encouraged to discuss proper instrument care and maintenance with the 
instructor.  In general, it is best to keep instruments in a cooler (air conditioned, if possible) environment.  
It is not good to leave instruments in the car for an extended period of time, especially here in Florida. 
The heat can significantly affect or completely ruin the instrument.  (Extreme heat can cause the wood or 
metal to warp and the glues that hold some instruments together to break down).   
 

PRACTICE ROUTINES 
Playing through assignments once a day is not optimum practice.  Multiple repetitions (at least three 
times) is much more productive.  It is also wise to isolate more challenging spots in songs and exercises 
and to work them over extra out of context. It is also wise to isolate and to work additionally the more 
challenging spots in songs and exercises.  Longer assignments can be broken down into smaller sections 
with each section being repeated until the entire assignment can be played through more easily.  More 
specific practice routines should be discussed with the teacher as individual teachers have various 
strategies they recommend to assist in diverse situations. 
 
PLEASE, FEEL FREE TO DISCUSS ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE IN REGARD TO THE 
POLICIES.   
 
Thanks for your cooperation. 
Dean Johnson at Dean Johnson’s Music, Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


